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PREFACE. 

The  followiuLf  papei'  was  oriifinally  contributed  to  an  unpub- 
lislicd  volume,  printed  in  Lancaster,  Engdand,  for  the  subscriberii, 
and  is  now  ofl'ered  to  the  publie  as  treating'  on  a  suljject  of  general 
interest,  especially  to  those  who  have  paid  attention  to  the  traditions 
of  the  Washington  family. 

The  remarkable  discovery  of  the  Washington  "Arms"  on 
Warton  Church,  near  Lancaster,  seems  suflicient  in  itself  to  justiiy 
this  publication. 

But  it  is  not  the  only  object  of  this  paper  to  show  that 
Warton  was  one  of  the  original  "homes"  of  the  Washingtons,  but 
also  to  harmonise  the  conflicting  claims  of  many  towns  and  villao-es 
in  England  for  this  same  honour,  by  means  of  valuable  matter 
kindly  lent  to  the  writer  by  the  wife  of  Deputy-Surgeon  General 
Bateson  (retired),  of  Lancaster.  The  writer  is  moreover  indebted 
to  Herbert  New,  Esq.,  of  Evesham,  Worcestershire,  for  the  transla- 
tion of  the  inscription  ou  Penelope  Washington's  tomb,  and  to  the 
Eev.  I).  Davis,  B.A.,  of  Lancaster,  for  kind  and  valuable  help  in 
procuring  the  necessary  materials  for  tins  paper.  The  inscriptions, 
it  should  be  said,  are  given  uncorrected,  just  as  they  stand. 

Any  travellers  Avho  should  care  to  visit  the  Church  at  Wick- 
hamford,  in  which  the  above  tombstone  is  placed,  would  do  well 
previously  to  acquaint  the  churchwarden  with  their  intention,  so 
that  they  may  be  sure  of  finding  the  key  at  hand  on  their  arrival. 
His  address  is  : — "  The  Churchwarden,  Sandys  Anns,  Wickhamford, 
near  Evesham,  Worcestershire." 

H.W. 


four  miles  disfant  north  of  llichmond,  and  gave  the  name  to  the 
family  which,  in  the  eighteenth  century,  produced  the  celebrated 
General  (ieorge  Washington,  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  armies, 
and  llrst  I'resident  of  the  Great  Eepublic  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  and  it  was  also  the  birth  place  of  the  author  of  this 
work. 

"  "Whashington  is  not  mentioned  in  Domesday  Book,  as  the 
geldable  land  hero  was  included  with  Eavensworth,  the  whole  then 
lielonging  to   IJodin. 

"Akary,  the  son  of  Bardolf,  the  brother  of  Bodin,  gave  the 
manor  of  Washington  to  i^ond  til  Akary  his  son,  who  was 
sometimes  called  Bond  de  Ravensworth,  and  sometimes  Bond  de 
Washington." 

'I'his  seems  to  lix  the  source  of  the  AVashington  family, 
and  then  Pedigrees  are  given  showing  how  the  family  sent 
branches  from  county  to  county,  and  finally  to  America.  They 
were  apparently  lords  of  AV^ashington-juxta-Ravensworth  till  the 
time  of  Henry  V.,  when,  says  the  Pedigree:  "Edmund  Washington 
was  a  man-at-arms  Nvith  Sir  John  Neville,  chivaler,  at  the  battle  of 
Agincourt,  3  ITen.  V.;  an  olTicer  in  the  army  of  King  Henry  V. 
in  Prance,   8   Hen.  Y.    [1I.-2()J." 

By  a  mari'iage  in  the  time  of  King  John  the  family  got 
possessions  in  Westmoreland  and  Northumberland,  first  at  Milium, 
or  ]\rillburne,  then  at  Posegill,  Shapp,  Kirkb}''  Lonsdale,  &c.,  and 
from  Westmoreland  they  sent  branches  to  Adwick-Ie-Street,  near 
Doncaster,  Yorkshire,  to  Benwell,  near  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  North- 
umberland, to  a  village  in  Durham,  called  Wessington,  Wassington, 
or  Washington,  after  them  probably,  and  to  Warton  in  Lancashire, 
whence  a  part  emigrated  to  Northamptonshire.  The  adjoining 
Genealogical  Table,  made  up  from  the  various  Pedigrees  in 
Harrison's  Histoiy,  will  show  the  changes  of  location  of  the 
family  and  the  connection  of  the  different  branches. 

Perhaps  the  relation  of  the  hitter  may  be  shown  roughly 
and  more  clearly  as  follows : — 
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Wasliingtoiis  of  Wasliington,  near  Richmond,  eo.  York. 

I 

Wh.  of  Weslinorelancl,  >Shnp[),  jSTillburnc,  Ac  ,  and  N>>rtliuraberlfiu(l. 


W.S.  of  Westmoielaucl,  Kirkby  Lousdalc,  Ws.  of  Durham,  and  I5enwell, 

and  Kcinefonl  (Oarnfoi-th  ),  Lancashire.  Northunibcrhmd. 


Ws.  of  "Wartoii,  CO.  Lancaster.  Ws.  of   Adwick-lc-Slrect,  co.  York. 


Ws.  of  America.  W.s.  of  Nortlianipton. 


Ws.  in  Warwick,  Leicester,  &c., 
and  Soutliern  counties. 

The  foUowino-  ia  an  extract  from  Chief  Ju.stice  jMarsliall's  Life 
of  WashingtoTi*   O'ol-   V.   p.   (IHl),  &c). 

"rKT)IOI!KE  of  (iKOUlili  WASHINGTON, 
(coninmiiicated  to  tlie  Editor  by  .Sij-  Lsaac  Heard,  (iarter  King-at-.\rins.) 
"It  is  presumed,  upon  yood  grounds,  that  the  hite  President 
Washington  was  descended  from  a  very  respectahle  family  of  the 
name  anciently  established  at  Tewittield  and  Warton,  in  Lancashire, 
■and  ulterwards  Lords  of  the  manor  of  Sulgrave,  in  the  county 
of  Northampton.  Sir  William  AVashington,  of  Packington,  in 
Leicestersliire,  the  eldest  son  and  heir  of  Lawrence  Wasliington, 
of  Sulgrave,  Esq.,  married  Anne,  the  half-sister  of  George  Villiers, 
Duke  of  Buckingham.  This  Sir  William  had,  among  other 
younger  brothers,  two,  named  John  and  Lawrence;  and  the  latter 


*  The  Life  of  George  Washington,  CommaLder-in-Chief  of  the  American 
Forces  during  the  War  wliicL  established  the  Independence  of  his  Country,  and 
First  President  of  the  United  States:  compiled  under  tlie  inspection  of  tho 
Ifonourablo  liiishrod  Washington,  from  Original  Papers  bequeathed  to  him  by 
Lis  deceased  Kelative.  To  which  is  preilxed  au  Introduction,  containing  a 
compendious  view  of  the  Colonies  planted  by  tho  English  on  tho  continent  of 
North  America.  By  John  l^Iarshall,  Chief  Justice  of  tho  United  States,  Ac.,  &c. 
5  vols.  'Ito.  London:  Richard  Pliillipa.  Vols.  I.  II.  1801.  Vols.  III.  IV.  1805. 
Vol.  V.  1807. 
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appears  to  have  been  a  student  at  Oxford  in   1622. 

"  John  and  Laurence  Washington,  brothers,  emigrated  from 
the  North  of  England  (according  to  the  tradition  in  the  family 
of  the  President),  and  settled  at  Bridge's  Creek,  on  the  Potomac 
Piver,  in  the  county  of  Westmoreland.  John  was  employed  as 
(xeneral  against  tlie  Indians  in  Maryland,  and  the  parish  in  which 
he  lived  was  called  after  him.*  He  was  the  father  of  Lawrence 
Washington,  Gent.,  who  died  in  1697,  leaving  two  sons,  John  and 
Augustine.  Augustine  died  in  1743,  at  the  age  of  forty-nine, 
leaving  several  sons  by  his  two  marriages.  (Jeorge,  the  President, 
was  the  eldest  by  the  second  wife,  Alary  Ball,  and  was  born  the 
nth  of   Fe])ruary,   1732." 

In  the  Pedigree  of  the  Washingtons  of  Northampton  in  the 
History,  I  have  found  two  brothers,  John  and  Laurence,  brothers 
to  ''Sir  William  Washington,  Knight,  of  Pakyngton,"  but  I  think 
the  authority  above  quoted  from  the  Life  of  Washington  applied 
the  "tradition"  to  the  wrong  family,  and  was  ignorant  of  the  fact 
that  there  was  another  pair  of  brothers,  John  and  Lawrence,  sons 
of  liconard  Washington,  of  AVarton,  as  shown  above  in  the 
Cjrenealogieal  Table,  and  who  both  "  emigrated  to  America  in 
1695."  This  would  also  fit  in  with  the  tradition  of  their  having 
come  from  the  North  of  England.  Moreover  the  Pedigree  says 
of  John  and  Lawrence  Washington,  of  Northampton,  "Laurence 
student  at  O.vford,  1622;  parson  of  Purlingham,  co.  Essex,  1643." 
■"Sir  John  Washington,  of  Thrapston,  co.  Northampton,  ob.  1663, 
buried  at  Tlirapston." 

From  the  descriptions  of  the  members  of  this  family,  as  they 
arc  given  in  tlie  Pedigrees,  it  would  seem  that  they  did  not 
take  a  prominent  part  in  many  of  the  great  wars,  external  and 
internal,  of  the  country.  There  was  a  William  de  Washington 
of  Durham  at  the  l)attle  of  Lewes,  two  Washingtons  at  the  battle 


*  This  Jolm  had  previously  resided  at  South  Cave,  in  the  East  riding  of 
the  County  of  York,  upon  an  Estate  now  [1807]  tlie  property  and  residence  of 
H.  13.  Barnard,  E.sq.,  of  Cave  Castle,  South  Cave,  and  he  emigrated  to  America 
about  the  year  ICi?. — iflDllOU. 
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of  Agincourt :  one  was  the  Edmund  "Washington,  of  Washington, 
already  mentioned  as  perhaps  the  hist  of  that  line;  the  other  was- 
"John,  fil  John  Washington,  of  Warton,  4  Hen.  IV.  [1403]:  was 
wounded  at  the  battle  of  Agincourt,  3  Hen.  V."  Then  tliere  were 
two  Washingtons  of  Adwick-le-Street,  father  and  ^on,  who  were  in 
the  great  Civil  War; — '-James  Washington,  of  Adwick-le-ytreet, 
Lieut.-Col.  in  the  Army  of  King  Charles  J.,  slain  at  the  siege  of 
Pontefract;"  and  his  son,  "  liichard  \\'a.shington,  of  Adwick-le- 
Street,  Ca})tain  in  tlie  trained  bands,  aged  28,  IfiOG;  levied  a 
line  on  the  manor  of  Adwick,  IG7S;  died  same  j-ear,  aet.  thirty- 
nine." 

In  the  first  part  of  the  existence  of  the  ^Vashingtons,  of 
^Vashington-juxta-]laveusworth,  they  seem  to  have  spent  their 
war-like  feelings  in  law-suits  about  land,  with  an  occasional  raid 
on  some  one  else's  property  to  enliven  things  a  bit.  Thus  we  find  : 
— "John  lil  Eudo  de  Washington  claimed  one  booat  of  land  iu 
llavensworth  against  his  brothers  Henry  and  William,  28  Hen.  III. 
[124;]."]  (A,  booat  is  about  15  acres,  v.  IVebstey's  Dictionary.) 
Again: — "  I'obert  fil  Eudu  de  Washington,  under  age  155  Hen.  III. 
[1250],  and  in  the  custody  of  his  uncle  Henry,  ....  claimed 
against  him  and  Alicia,  his  mother,  half  the  manor  of  Washington- 
juxta-llavens worth."  '"Alexander  de  Washington,  defendant  in  a 
plea  of  trespass  at  the  suit  of  John  Aleyn  for  depasturing  cattle  on 
plaintiff's  lands  at  Washington,  and  injuring  his  corn  and  grass  to 
the  value  of  10  marks,   3  liich.   III.    [1485]." 

There  are  two  names  in  the  Genealogical  Table  which  I  have 
included  for  the  sake  of  copies  of  two  wills,  kindly  lent  me  by  Llrs. 
Bateson,  Avhicli  evidently  are  their's.  They  are  both  of  the  Warton 
branch,  viz.: — Elizabeth  Crofts,  wife  of  Leonard,  son  of  Laurence 
Washington,  of  Warton  ;  and  liobert,  son  of  another  Leonard,  who 
was  brother  to  the  Lawrence  just  mentioned.  The  following  is  how 
the  copy  of  Eobert's   Will  reads : — 

"  JesTi3  Auno  dni — 1588 

7  Angusti  Auuo  dni — 1588 — 
In  dei  noio  Anieii  I  robarto  Watiliington  of  Wat  lou  aicko  in  bodyo  noyor  the 


10 

Icsso  wliole  and  p  fittc  of  niynde  and  niemorye  praysed  be  o'-  Lord  god  doe 
orduyne  and  mako  tliis  my  Lasto  wyll  and  tcstamento  w"'  My  Awne  liande 
in  manner  and  foiine  followinge  Fyr.sto  I  bequeathe  my  sawlo  into  the  llercifull 
hando  of  Ahniglityo  God  my  i\[akcr  and  rodemei-  trusting  troughc  tlio  nieryte  of 
liis  deathe  and  byttor  passion  to  inheryto  y-  kyngdom  of  heaven  and  my  bodye 
to  bo  buiycd  \v">  in  my  p  ishe  chareho  So  noare  my  Swote  chyldo  Elizabeth  as  I 
mayo,  Itm  I  gcve  and  bequeathe  vnte  Jane  my  wyfo  all  my  tcnte  [tenements  ? 
with  final  "fi"  for  the  plural  as  often  in  writings  of  this  time,  several  examples  in 
this  will]  and  niylno  [min(s)  ?  i\Iill=O.E,  raylcnes  miln;  Tfcbsffr's  Dictionary\ 
wtii  all  comodytics  p  fyttc  and  comodyties  to  the  said  temetc  and  myluo  belong, 
iuge  or  in  anyo  wysc  ap  teaninge  of  the  yearle  rente  of  viu"-  xviij^'  j*!-  ob  [8.  18.  1.] 
wth  all  my  hole  Interest  and  tytle  thearin  togeather  w"'  suche  assewrance  as  I 
have  foi'  Iho  same.  To  have  and  liolde  all  the  saidc  p''  misses  w"'  tliappe  tenuance 
[the  appurtcnancies?]  to  the  said  Jane  my  wyfe  to  the  usse  of  hir  selfe  and  my 
sonn  Ijeonarde  vntyll  he  com  to  thage  of  sviij''  yeares  wheather  she  marye  or 
noe  and  afterwards  to  have  her  wyddow  righte  therein,  togeather  w"'  denyson 
howsse  and  gavthiuge  of  the  yearlyo  rout  of  V'" — also  I  geve  to  my  saido  wj'fe 

all  that  lyttel  land I  have  in  Wartnn  and  Erholme  for  and  dewring 

hyr  Lyfe  and  after  hir  decease  or  other  3  cares  before  expressed  all  my  saide  tento 
mylne  and  Lande  to  com  to  Leonardo  my  son  and  hys  heires  for  -ever  and  for 
defaulte  of  him  ....  I  gove  freely  all  my  .saide  Lande  in  Erliohno  and 
Warton  alfursaidc  to  .  .  .  rubartc  Washington  son  vnto  robrte  Washington 
^ycli  i-obrte  was  son  vnto  Tjawrencc  Washington  my  vnckle  and  yf  tlie  saide 
fyrste  recytcd  I'obarte  doc  refuse,  or  dye,  or  wyll  nutt  dwell  of  ytt,  hym  selffe 
then  r  gcve  aiul  bcqeatho  all  my  siiido  tcntc  myll  what  renUi  yearlyo  theyo  bo  of 
payable  to  auye  ])  son  or  p  sons  what  so  ever,  Also  I  geve  vnto  my  saido  wyfe  and 
Leonardo  my  sonno  all  my  goodo  and  cattello  [goods  and  chattels?]  moveable 
and  vnmoveable  my  debtes  Legace  and  funerall  expencea  discharged  vnto  my 
said  w^'fe  and  sonno  whome  I  make  my  full  and  whole  executors  of  this  my  saide 
Lastc  wyll  and  testamcntc  and  my  vncklcs  Mv.  Wyllnj  Croft  <k  Mr.  Edwardo 
Crofle  w^''  my  Cosyu  AIi'.  John  Tonq)si)n  to  bo  Hiip  visors  of  this  my  Lasto  wyll 
lestanunto  desiring  tlicyme  to  be  good  to  my  Saido  Wyfo  and  boye, 

p  me  robrte  Washington 
[Tlu'ii  there  is  w  statement  that  the  will  was  probated  at  "Keudall," 
on  the  27tli  January,  158S.] 

.     .     .     .     of  Auguste — 1588 — 

a  trewe  Copyc  of  my  cosyn 

robrt  Washington  his  Last  wyll." 
The  Crofts  mentioned  in  the  end  of  tlie  above  Will  were  no  doubt 
relations  of  Elizabeth  Crofts,  who  married  Eobert's  cousin  Leonard 
Washington.     They  are  mentioned  again  in  Elizabeth's  Will,  which 
is  as  follows  : — 
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"In  the  name  of  God  Anun  Hie  xxvj"'  Daj-o  of  lyfavcUe  in  tlio  yeare  of  o''-  lord 

god  loSS  I  Eli/.abetli  Wassbiugtou  of  Warton  wydow  siekc  in  body  Lut  whole 

and  p  feet  of  mynde  and  reme  brance  praysed  bo  god.     Do  ordayne  And  make, 

tliis  my  hist  Will  and  Testament  in  man  [manner]  and  forme  following  /  First  I 

gyve   aud    beiiuealh    my    Sowlo   into   the    m  cifull   liande  of   Almighty   Ood    my 

Jlakci-  and  redeemer,  trusting  thronghc  his  death  and  passion  to  have  forgyveness 

of  all    my   syniies,  and   my   l)ndy  to  be  burycd  wythiu  my  pirrishe   Chureho    of 

Warton  /  Itm  f  gyve  to  my  Dowghler  Mary  Fourtie  powudi:  in  \v-  ferment  of  her 

Mariage  and   in  Jnll   payment  of  her  ehihle  part  [child's   part]   and  poreion    of 

gnode  dew  (o  Ik  r  from  liir  father  or  me,  if  she  follow    ihe  adviee  ami  counsrll  of 

my  brolle  r  Wilfm  and  olli.r  Jur  frende  [her  other  friends],  Otherwise  my  Will  is 

she  sliall  have  lint  fonrty  .Marke,  Itm  I  gyve  vnto  my  said   dowghter  ]\Iary  the 

bh.ekc  clothe  w'''-  my   brother  gave  mo  and   to  my   Dmvghters  Jane   and    J'llcno 

eyther  of  tlievm  a  gowne.      Itm  I  i^yvr.  unt')  cu'=  y  one  of  my  dowghters  children 

lus-  nil''   a  peeee  and  to  my  sayd  dowghter  Jane  one  girdhi  w"'  J^enn"  of  Sdvor, 

Itm  I  give  vnto  my  saycd  dowghter  Kiene  xx  nubles  in  mony  at  snch  tymc  as  my 

sonn  liiTbt.  shall  thinke  good  /  Itm  I  gyve  to  en'y  of  my  s'-  vannte  xiJ''-  a  peere 

and   to   my   dowghter    Alargarctt  one  of   my    licst   kercheis  /  Itm   i  gyve  unto 

ilargarett  llnds.m  or.e  kereher  And  one  three  quarters  and   to  .lohn   Hudson  a. 

busshell  of  liarly    /   All  the   residew   of  my  goode   and   eattelle  uidicqueathcd  I 

gyve  unto  my  said   sonn   iTTTlit  wlioin  I  make  my   whole  exccut'-  of  this  my  last 

Will    and    Testament   he   diseliarging   my    Debte   legasies  and  fimerall  expence 

Itm  I  Kivennto  Klene  Johnsim  one   Arke  standing   in   the  Midle   Chiimbrc,  And 

to  my  <lowghters  Jane  and  :\lary   my  best  paire  of  beadle  to  be  ecpuilly  devydeJ 

betweiie   tliem   /   Also   I   desire   my   brothe"-  Mr.   Willni   tJroft  and   Air.   Edward 

Cj'oft  to  be  Sup  vysu'-  of  this  my   last  Will  and   TislameiU^  to   sc   ihat^yt  bo 

fullilled  in  all  tliingo  as  before  said  /  W\  tnesss- herof  WiUm   (h'oft  gent.  John 

Uudson  Margarett  Blaekburne  and   I^lary  AVasshington    wyth   otliers." 

Then  follows  ;i  (leclarntiou  t'.uit  the  will  w.i.s  probated  on  the 
;3r(l  of  -latmary,    loSS,  at  Kendal. 

[  also  have  LeFore  me  tlie  copy  of  another  will,  that  of  Michael 
AVashington,  probatecl  Kith  Septeniher,  1532,  at  Kendal.  I  cannot 
find  the  name  Michael  in  the  pedig-rces  of  the  Washinytoiis  of 
'Westmoreland,  but  in  the  will  there  is  mention  of  one  Kobert 
Kitson  among  others  as  one  of  the  exectitors  of  it,  and  he  was 
probably  one  of  that  family,  with  which  John  Washington,  of 
Tuwhitlield,  connected  himself  when  he  married  "Margaret,  daughter 
of  Piobert  Kitson,  of  Warton,  co.  Lancaster,  and  si.ster  to  Sir 
Thomas    Kitson,   Knt.,   Alderman  of  London." 

Also    in    Murray's     Handbook   for    Shropshire,    Cheshire    and 


12 

Lancashire,  thiTe  i«  in  the  description  of  Warton  (Route  42,  p.  290, 
cul.  2)  tlie  following  passage  ; — ''  In  the  townslup  were  bora  Sir 
Tlionias  Kytson,  a  rich  niereliant  in  the  time  of  Henry  VIII.,  and 
Lucas,  the  historian  of  the  parish." 

Tlie  Washingtons  of  Northaniptdu  spread  into  many  counties, 
and  amctng  others  into  Worcestershire.  I  lia^'e  Ijeen  favoured  with 
tlie  following-  "Translation  of  Latin  inscription  on  the  Tombstone 
lying-  on  the  north  side  of  the  altar  in  the  Parish  Church  of 
Wickhamford,   near  Evesham,  in  the  county  of  AVorcester. 

"S.\Ci:f,D    TO    THE    ^MkMOKV    (IF 

PENELOPE, 
daughter  of  tliatreuo-\vnetl  and  distinguished  sohlier,  Colonel  Henry  Washington. 
He  was  descended  from  Sir  William  Washington,  Knight,  of  the  county  of 
Noi'tlianipton,  who  was  higlily  cstceiued  by  those  most  illustrious  Princes  and 
jiest  of  Kings,  Charles  tho  First  and  Secoml,  loi-  his  valiant  and  successful 
warlike  deeds  both  in  England  and  Ireland.  He  nuirried  Elizabeth,  of  tho 
aueieut  and  noble  sl"ck  uf  the  Puekiugfoiis,  of  Westwood,  a  family  of 
uutainished  fidelity  to  its  Prince  and  love  to  its  cnuntry.  Sprung  from  such 
illustrious  ancestry,  I'enelope  was  a  diligent  and  pious  worshipper  of  her 
Heavenly  Father.  She  was  the  consolation  of  her  mother,  her  only  surviving 
parent;  a  prompt  and  liberal  benefactress  of  the  sick  and  poor;  humble  and  pure 
in  spirit,  and  wedded  to  Christ  alone.  From  this  fleeting  life  she  migrated  to  her 
Spouse,  February  27th,  Anno  Donuni  ItiOV." 

The  original  inscription,  boldly  cut  in  a  rectangular  slab  of 
slate,  ."ift.  .jin.  x  7ft.  lin.,  runs  thus,  under  the  Washington  Arms, 
lozenge,  standing  (in  a  deeply-hollowed  oval,  1ft.  3jin.  x  1ft.  fin.), 
level  with  tlic  surface  of  the  slab. 

M.  S. 

P  E  N  i:  LOPES 

Fillw  porillustris  &  militari  virtute  clarissimi 

Henrici  Washington  collonelli 
Ciulielmo  Washington  ex  agi-o  Northanton. 

Milite  pi'ognati ; 
Ob  res  bellieosas  tam  Angl.  quaui  Hibernia 

Fortiter,  &  foliciter  gestas, 
Illustrissimis  princi-pib.  it  Regum  optimis 
Cax-olo  primo  et  secundo  charissinii  : 
Qui  duxit  uxorem  Elisabotha  ex  autiqua,  ct 
Clcnerosa  prosapia  Paekingtoniensiuju 
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De  Westwood 
Faniilia  iutcmeratic  fidei  in  priiicipe, 

]']t  cemoris  in  patriam. 

l']x  piioc-laris  liiscc  uatalibus  Pcnolope  orianda, 

nivini  Nuiiilui.s  Kiima  cum  I'rligione 

Culti'ix  [issidua; 

Genetricis  (pareutu  sola;,  siiperstitis) 

Intjcu.s  Solatium; 

j-IJgrotantib,  ct  cgcnis  uiira  prompt itudino 

Liberalis  et  bcucfiua; 
Ilumilis,  eL  ciista,  et  soli  Cliri.sto  nupta; 
Ex  bac  vita  cailcca  ad  spunsum  niigravit 
Febr.  27.  An.  Duiu.  1(;<>7. 
I'cnolope  "Washington  is  not  iniMitioncd  in  the  pedigree  of  the 
Washingtons  of  Northampton,  but  the  above  CoL  Henry  and  Sir 
William  are  included  in  it,  Hir  William  being  doscribed  as  "  Knt  of 
Pakyngton,  co.  Leicester;  buried  1G43,"  and  Col.  Henry,  his  son, 
as   "aged  three   years,  1018;  levied  a  fine  on    the  manor  of  North 
Cave,  CO.  York,"l(i94" 

Now  we  come  to  Warton  itself,  a  village  situated  at  the  foot 
of  Warton  Crag,  about  one  mile  from  Carnforth,  on  the  lett,  going 
north.  The  name  Warlor.  means  "town  on  the  ^^'are,"  I  suppose, 
as  Lucas  in  his  History  of  the  Parish  says  when  describing 
Warton: — "The  "Ware  is  a  large  tarn  or  pond  which  3'early  is 
contracted.  I  make  no  doubt  but  that  it  formerly  comprehended 
not  only  the  Mires  but  also  that  large  tlat  of  meadows  and  mosses 
in  Warton,  Carnford,  J^orwiclc  and  Caponwray ;  this  will  appear  no 
improbable  conjecture  if  we  do  Init  consider  how  natural  it  is  for 
pools  and  lakes  where  tlievo  is  no  great  depth  of  water  to  become 
firm  ground  by  alteration.  The  Ware  is  remarkable  for  lireeding 
abundance  of  eeles  1  have  often  with  pleasure  observed  how  the 
young  ducks  would  srpreak  and  frisk  about  in  a  fright  as  they  swim 
on  the  \\'are,  which  i.s  occasioned  by  the  eeles  biting  their  I'eet." 

The  village  is  small  and  straggling,  as  most  of  the  houses  are 
on  the  road  which  goes  winding  up  through  them.  About  Imll 
way  up  the  village  is  the  Post  Ollice,  and  on  the  other  side  of  the 
road  the  Church,  of  which   more  later. 


It  WHS  one  lovely  day  in  bVlinuiry  when  I  visited  this  "  Home 
of  the  Washiuirtoiis,"  one  of  tho^e  sunshiny  and  eomparatively 
warm  days  which  are  often  experienced  in  this  part  of  the  country 
in  winter.  Warton  is  placed  on  one  side  of  a  valley,  which  is 
bonnded  on  the  otlier  by  a  range  of  hills,  with  Ingleborough  standing 
ont  well  among  tlu-ni.  On  this  day  the  mountain  was  completely 
covered  with  pure  white  from  a  recent  snow-fall,  and,  as  one  can 
imagine,  looked  superb,  its  own  clear  white  Ijeing  contrasted  by  its 
sharply  defined  shadow  thrown  on  the  adjoining  hills.  J5y  walking 
to  the  to]i  of  the  Crag  a  glorious  view  of  the  Lake  Hills  was 
obtained,   alone   worth   a  visit  to  AVarton. 

Wwt  to  return  to  tlu'  village  itself;  as  T  have  quoted  above 
from  Murray,  the  historian  of  the  parish,  Lucas,  was  born  here,  and 
has  described  his  birth-place  pretty  fully  in  his  "  History  "  (written 
in  the  first  part  of  18th  century).  He  says:— "The  houses  of  this 
town  and  p;irlsh  are  all  of  stone,  strongly  laid  in  and  rough  cast 
with  lime,  which  makes  a  substantial  warm  and  not  unhandsome 
building.  The  street  is  rocky,  uneven,  and  abounds  with  worm- 
wood  vYdjoining  the   Ware  is  a  pleasant   seat,  the 

habitation  of  Mr.  Will  Dawson,  captain  of  the  Trainbands  com- 
manded by  Sir  Henry  Pfoughton,  of  Houghton  Tower.  It  formerly 
belonged  to  the  Kitsons,  a  flourishing  family,  one  of  which,  called 
the  rich  Ivitson,  was  born  her.'  and  was  Sheriif  of  London  1553; 
in  the  time  of  the  Oliverian  facti<jn  Tho.  Kitson,  of  Warton,  Gent., 
compounded  for  his  estate  here  paying  31)0  Pounds."  Of  the 
Church  he  says :— "  By  whom  or  in  what  age  this  Church  was 
built  I  can  have  no  knowledge  of.  I  am  apt  to  think  that  the 
Church  was  first  built  here  by  some  Saxon  Thane  towards  the 
declension  of  the  Jfejitarchy,  and  dedicated  to  the  memory  of  St. 
Oswald,  who  had  lately  been  their  King,  and  was  then  in  great 
repute  for  the  pretended  miracles  done  by  his  relicks. 

"The  present  foundation  of  this  Church  is  a  neat  uniform 
fabrick  as  any  Country  Church  betwixt  here  and  London.  The 
walls  are  strong  and  rough-cast  all  over  with  lime  mixt  with  small 
blue  pebbles  gathered  from  the  sea  shore."    Again,  "The  dimensions 
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of  tins  Cluircli  arc  us  follows:— tlu>  circuiufeiviicc  375  feet,  in  length 
-within  the  walls  1;2  1.  feet,  in  hivailth  00  feet,  the  breadth  within 
tli(.'  walls   in   llie  chancel   22  feet  2   inches." 

We  were  kindly  shown  abont  and  over  the  church  by  an  old 
inhabitant  of  the  village,  Mr.  Tatham,  who  gave  us  information 
about  the  Washingtons,  since  coniirmed  1)y  the  Pedigrees,  &c., 
already  quoted  from.  At  the  east  end  of  the  Church,  just  under 
one  of  the  windows,  and  outside,  is  a  plain  rectangular  sandstone 
tombstone,  4ft.  2^in.  -"^  2ft.  8iin.,  with  this  inscription:  — 

Elizabetli   AVaslu'ngtou 

Juno  tlie  lo'h  1751 

THOJIAS  WASHINGTON 

Clericus,  liiijus  Ecclesiaj  Vicariu^, 

obiit,  die  .Sc-ptimto  Feb.y, 

JilDCCCXXIir.  fctatis 

Suni,  anno  Scxagesimo  nouo. 

At  the  west  end,  to  the  left  of  a  window  which  has  been  put  in 
where  the  main  entrance  used  to  be,  is  a  shield  cut  in  the  stone, 
and  which  was  brought  to  light  about  two  years  ago  by  the  falling 
and  peeling  away  of  the  rough  cast  which  now  covers  the  stone 
work.  This  shield  has  two  bars  across  with  a  very  plain  impression 
of  three  little  crosses  or  stars  on  the  top  space.  I  expect  this  is 
what  Lucas  refers  to  when  he  says: — "The  Steeple  is  built  at  the 
West  end  of  the  Church,  which  is  ascended  by  09  steps,  square  at 
the  top  within  the  ^^'all  is  seven  yards  one  way  and  seven  yards  one 
foot  the  other,  on  the  North  side  of  the  Steeple  Door  [i.e.,  the  left, 
as  the  steeple  faces  west]  is  the  Arms  of  Washington  (Argent  Two 
Bars  Gules,  in  Chief  Three  Mullets  of  the  Second,  with  a  Crescent 
for  difference)  well  cut  in  stone  which  shows  this  Family  (yet 
credible  in  this  Town)  to  have  been  mostly  concerned  in  the 
founding  this  Church." 

I  believe  the  description  of  the  arms  given  above  would  do  for 
that  on  the  Church  exactly,  except  for  the  Crescent,  and,  with  the 
same  exception,  would  also  fit  the  Arms  for  the  Washingtons  of 
Adwick-le-Street,  co.   York. 
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One  of  tlio  vcKcd   questions   witli   roganl  to  tlie   Washington 
Familv  is  wl.etlKT  tlic  stars  and  stripes  of  tl>e  American  Flag  luive 
anytlmi"-  to  do  with  tlie  same  in  the  Washington  coat-ol-arms.      In 
the    Washin^'ton    Number    of   the  MagarMie  of  American  History 
(edited  hy  Mrs.  Martha  J.  Lamb,  Neu-  York),  for  February.  18S8, 
there    is  \m  article  on   this   question  by   Major-General   Schuyler, 
which  directly  opposes  an  idea  of  such  a  connection.     The  reasons 
.riven  are  rather  complicated,  but  the  main  points  are  as  follows:— 
In  po>sf>siun  of  the  noted  family  of  the  Adamses  of  Massachusetts, 
of  whom  John  and  John  Quincy,  his  grandson,  were  the  most  noted, 
is  an  heirloon,,  consisting  of  a  seal  representing  an  eagle  holding  in 
its  healc  a  lyre  with  thirteen  stars  scattered  over  the  latter,  and  the 
motto  '-Tv^inc  sidera  dncit"   ("now  it  leads  the  stars."-a  quotation 
tVum  :^ranilius  11.  330).  with  these  stars  radiating,  as  it  were,  into 
.uiotiier  set  of  thirteen  which  form  a  circle  round  the  whole._    Now 
up  fill   June    11th,  1777,   the   Hag  of    the   American   colonies  had 
been  a  Union  of  the  crosses  of  St.  George  and  St.  Andrew,  the  held 
of  the  flag  being  thirteen  stripes,  as  now,  alternately  red  and  whi  e. 
But  on  this  day  Congress  passed  a  resolution  "that  the  Lnion  be 
thirteen  stars,  white  in  a  blue  iield,  representing  a  new  constella- 
tion "     And  John  Adams  was  President  of  the  Board  of  War  then, 
so  that  the  question  of  the  new  flag  came  under  his  consideration. 
Moreover  the  drawing  of  the  flrst  Flag  of  the  United  States,  m  the 
State  Department  at  Washington,  represents  the  thirteen  stars  ?n  a 
arch   no  doubt  to  represent  everlasting  duration.     Then  when  John 
Ouincy  Adams  ^vas  Secretary  of  State  in  1S20  he  '^substituted    or 
the  Arms   of  the  United  States,  on  its  passports,   contrary  to   the 
p,actice  of  nations,  the  device  above  described  of  the  lyre  of  Orpheus 
on  the  Adams'  heirloom."      And  the  writer  goes   on    o  say  that 
he  considers  that  John  Adams,  when  the  change  of  the  flag  was 
brouo-ht  under  his  notice,  proposed  as  a  substitute  for  the  crosses  of 
St    Seor^e  and  St.   Andrew,  this  device  of  the  thirteen  stars  and 
the  lyre°as  representing   the  harmony    and  endurance  of  the  new 
llepubU;.  that  the   circle   of   stars    was    adopte<l   as  shown   in  the 
arawino-  of  the  first  Hag  and  then  was  changed  to  the  present  form. 
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On  a  pillar  to  the  left  of  this  there  is  a  brass  plate  bearing  the 
inscription:  "Here  lies  the  l)0(ly  of  Sir  George  MicUUeton,  of 
Leighton,  Kg.  and  Bar.  Who  dieil  y"  27  oC  Feb''-  in  y''  yearo 
of  our  Lord  (iod   IGTA  and  in  the   74  yearc  oi'  his  age." 

There  is  a  rather  small  but  substantial-looking  house  a  little 
distance  up  the  street,  beyond  the  churcli,  which  is  pointed  out 
as  the  house  inliabited  l)y  the  ^^'ashingtons.  Tliore  is  nothing 
reniarkabh'  about  it  to  I)e  seen  from  the  outside,  and  it  is  still  in 
good  repair,  I  believe,  and   inhabited. 

As  I  have  said  behu'e,  two  "Washington  brothers  emigrated  to 
America  from  the  North  in  1659.  They  went  to  Virginia  and 
settled  at  Bridge's  Creek,  where  George  Washington  was  born  22nd 
February,  1732.  N.  8.  His  half-bi'other  Lawrence,  who  had  got 
2)ossession  of  the  estate  of  Mi.  Vernon,  bequeathed  it  to  the  General, 
^vho  resided  on  it  for  the  rest  of  his  life,  when  not  awa}'  on  his 
numerous  duties.  He  died  on  the  1  1th  Decenrber,  1799,  universally 
mourned  by  the  nation,  which  testified  its  veneration  of  the  great 
Father  of  his  country  I)}'  removing  tlie  seat  of  Government  to  the 
city  whose  site  he  had  selected  and  which  now  was  to  bear  his 
name. 


U.    &.    O.    ItlUail,    rr.lM»R«,    CllKAP.SUlK,     f.ANCA.IlEB. 
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